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A Message of Love 
 
Call me cynical if you want, but I’ve often thought that Valentine’s Day was a conspiracy dreamed up by the greeting card  
companies, the florists, and the candy makers in order to fatten their bottom lines.  It certainly has become a big day for  
romance and for businesses in the romance trade.  Not that I mind.  It’s fun to have an excuse to be sweet to my sweetie. 
But, the day is named for a real person—a Christian, no less--and this year I thought it would be interesting to learn more about 
him.  According to History.com we don’t have precise historical records, but there are several legends surrounding St. Valen-
tine: 

One legend contends that Valentine was a priest who served during the third century in Rome. When Emperor  
Claudius II decided that single men made better soldiers than those with wives and families, he outlawed marriage for 
young men -- his crop of potential soldiers. Valentine, realizing the injustice of the decree, defied Claudius and  
continued to perform marriages for young lovers in secret. When Valentine's actions were discovered, Claudius  
ordered that he be put to death. 
 
Other stories suggest that Valentine may have been killed for attempting to help Christians escape harsh Roman  
prisons where they were often beaten and tortured. According to one legend, Valentine actually sent the first 'valentine' 
greeting himself. While in prison, it is believed that Valentine fell in love with a young girl -- who may have been his  
ailor's daughter -- who visited him during his confinement. Before his death, it is alleged that he wrote her a letter, 
which he signed 'From your Valentine,' an expression that is still in use today. Although the truth behind the Valentine 
legends is murky, the stories certainly emphasize his appeal as a sympathetic, heroic, and most importantly, romantic 
figure. It's no surprise that by the Middle Ages, Valentine was one of the most popular saints in England and France. 
(http://www.history.com/minisites/valentine/) 

 
While the details are unclear, by all accounts St. Valentine was martyred.  That is, he was put to death for His faith in Jesus 
Christ.  When earthly powers and authorities insisted that he bow to them, he chose discomfort and even death rather than de-
ny His Lord.  Again, I’m not against romance or a well-timed love note.  But, thinking about the real St. Valentine and what he 
must have faced puts me in mind of the greatest act of love ever: the love of God for us.  As the most famous verse in the Bible 
puts it: 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life. (John 3:16) 

 
Surely it was an awareness of this love that enabled St. Valentine to defy an emperor and face down an executioner’s sword.  It 
is this love that makes all other loves meaningful and possible.  In a later letter John reworks this famous verse like this: 

This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through 
him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear 
friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. (1 John 4:9-11) 

 
The greatest Valentine you can share with somebody is this love of God.  Who can you invite to hear the message of God’s 
love?  With whom should you be sharing your John 3:16 story?  Flowers and candy are nice, but the love of God lasts forever. 

http://www.history.com/minisites/valentine/


Pastor Jay Van Gelder 
Youth News 

 

6TH - 12TH GRADE 
 

WATCH THE GAME! 
EAT SOME FOOD! 

BRING YOUR FRIENDS! 
 

INFLATABLES / LASER TAG/ FUN ACTIVITIES 
 
 

COST: 
HOPE YOUTH = $10 

HOPE YOUTH + A FRIEND = $5 + $5 
HOPE YOUTH + 2 OR MORE FRIENDS = ALL FREE 

 

    Middle School Youth Group          Sr. High Youth Group 

Craig Cannon 
Worship/Music News 

Hope Church is presenting an Easter Cantata, Living Hope, at both worship  
services on Palm Sunday, April 5.  Practice will be on Sundays at 4:00 p.m.  
in the Sanctuary beginning February 23. If you are interested in participating  
contact me at ccannon@spencerhope.org. 



 

 

Consistory News 
The regular meeting of the Hope Reformed Consistory met at 7:00 p.m. in the Harbor.  Present: Deacons: Bob Graham, John 
Haak, Derek Bailey, Craig Van Drunen, Levi Morris, Kyle Mechler. Elders: Gary Zeutenhorst, Darrell Todd, Brad Olson, Cedric 
Winterboer, Kurt Weeks. Pastors: Russell Muilenburg, Jay Van Gelder. Absent: Elder Dean Mechler.  Pastor Russell opened the 
devotions with reading from Mark 9:33-37, Mark 10:13-16, Mark 10:41-45 and then led the discussion on the video Sticky Teams 
with Larry Osborne on “Organizational Alignment” and closed the discussion with prayer. 
 
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND DECISIONS 

• MMSC the November 14, 2019 minutes. 

• MMSC the December 19, 2019 minutes. 

• John Haak reviewed the December financials and reported that there had been giving for December of $136,000. As a result, 
there was a budget surplus of $19,822.48. It was decided that Jay and John will present the results of the giving for December 
at the worship services as a thank you and celebration for the congregation’s response to the letter sent out regarding the 
budget needs. 

• MMSC to approve the December financials as presented by the Deacons. 

• Identified and assigned Consistory offices and roles for 2020. 

• Time was spent reviewing the results of the Table talk responses from the Congregational Celebration in December.             
Discussed some of the themes that the consistory may want to focus in in the coming year. 

• Pastor Russell indicated that the Consistory/Staff retreat will be held on Friday February 21
st
 at 6:00 p.m. 

• Greg Meeter met with the consistory to go over some changes made to the Balance Sheet report and to answer any            
questions about those changes. 

• Pastor Russell closed this portion of the meeting with prayer. 
ELDERS MEETING 

• Pastor Russell opened the meeting with prayer. 

• Beth Muilenburg shared with the Elders the Congregational Care Assignments for 2020. She also handed out the schedule for 
Communion teams for visiting those in the congregation who are unable to attend church. She then reviewed some of the on-
going needs and visits that she has had for 2019 and the best ways to keep consistory members informed of the needs of the 
congregation as we look forward to the coming year. 

• Discussed other concerns for those in the congregation. 

• Closed the meeting with prayer. 
DEACONS MEETING 

• Bob opened the meeting with prayer. 

• Talked about the snow removal contract with Josh. 

• Went over the fascia insurance claim and bid. 

• Started a conversation on what to do with the 2019 surplus.  We decided to save it for now. 

• Asked Levi to look at money market, investment and bank account. 

• Set the date for the giving letter folding party - Thursday, January 23rd at 6:30 p.m. 

• Informed Levi and Derek about the Sunday collecting schedule for 2020. 

• Needed another authorized signer for the checks, so Levi will join Kyle in that. 

• Kyle closed with prayer. 

Lenten Lunches  
The community Lenten lunches and worship will be on 
Wednesdays beginning February 26 here at Hope Church.  
Meal service begins at 11:30 a.m. with worship beginning at 
12:20 p.m.  The meal cost is $4 and an offering will be taken 
for Feed Our Children.    
 
 

Ash Wednesday  
Service of Prayer & Healing 
On Ash Wednesday, February 26, we will be having a Service 
of Prayer & Healing at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. This will be 
a special time of worship and prayer for physical,  emotional 
and spiritual healing.  Elders will be available to pray and 
anoint with oil those in need of God’s loving and healing 
touch.   

He left the 99 to find me.  

Now that is LOVE. 



Small Groups 
SMALL GROUPS WILL BE STARTING UP SOON!  Our church-wide small group campaign  will begin March 1st to coincide 
with our Lenten sermon series:  An 8 Day Revolution -- Friday to Friday.  This six week study will look at the last eight days of 
Jesus’ life.  Sign up in the lobby begins February 9, or talk to Beth if you would like to join a small group. 

 
Over the next few weeks we are going to examine a few of Jesus' final days. A handful of scriptural 
snapshots reveal to us Jesus' revolutionary actions and teachings as He willingly embraces His  
trajectory to the cross. If you're looking for an example of what to do and say to get yourself crucified -- 
Jesus is your man.  
 
The four Gospels teach us that Jesus officially begins His preparation for burial on the Friday He enters 
Bethany and claims His work finished the following Friday in Jerusalem while dying on the cross. And 
although the Gospel evangelists don't say one word about what Jesus is doing on Saturday or  
Wednesday, these eight days are worthy of our utmost attention and reflection, for in this brief period of 
time (from Friday to Friday), Jesus revolutionized the world in eternally significant ways.  
 
I pray you will approach each day with open minds and make your way through this study with a sense 
of amazement about who Jesus is and what He accomplished in just eight days.   

Volunteer Spotlight  
 Missy Lair -- Nursery 

 

 How many children come to the nursery? 
We have 33 children ages 0-2 at Hope.  On a typical Sunday, we can have  
anywhere from 1 to 14 children in the nursery during a service.   

 

How many volunteers serve in the nursery? 
I have 99 people that help me watch the little ones.  Typically, they serve once 
every six to eight weeks. 

 

Why do you like to serve in this area? 
This is what God created me for.  He made me short so I can hold their hands 
without bending over. 
 

How does this bring joy to Jesus? 
I think that anything that brings a smile to a child brings a smile to Jesus. 

Beth Muilenburg 
Discipleship & Care 

  

Celebrating with 
• Quinn Christoffel, daughter of Ryan & Marlee Christoffel, on her Baptism.   

• Matt & Liz McNea and family on Matt’s safe return to the states after being deployed overseas. 

• Nic & Kate Padilla on the birth of their son, Wrenn Donald Andrew Padilla, on January 23.  

Concerns for 
• Zach Van Wettering, son of Gary and Sandy Van Wettering, who has been deployed to Bahrain.    

• Craig Kunzmann had knee surgery mid-January. 

• Bri Holt, daughter of Jason Holt and Laura Ranslow, had gallbladder surgery on January 17. 

• Dennis Houseman had surgery on January 17. 

Condolences to 
• Dana & Barry Anderson and Chris Anderson on the passing of Dana’s father/Chris’ grandfather, from time to eternity on           

January 16. 

• Bob & Sharon Faulkender and Kristal & Mark Jensen on the passing of  Bob’s sister/Kristal’s aunt, Ruth King from Elmore MN 
from time to eternity on January 18.   

• Steve & Kim Rhode on the passing of Steve’s mom, Betty, from time to eternity on January 24.   



Haiti News 
Everyone is invited to be a prayer warrior for the team  
traveling to Haiti January 29-February7:  Sharon 
Berkenpas, Scott Breidinger, Todd Brockshus, Karmen 
Brown, Laura Carlentini, Dave & Anita Donaldson, Shelly 
Helmink, Brenda Keniston, Kent Means, Lon & Monica 
Peterson, Shelly Salton, Drake Swanson, Lori Swanson, 
Lori Taylor, Doug Van Hofwegen and Rhonda Wedeking. 

 

Starting Point 
Starting Point will be held on Sundays, February 9 and 16 
from 1:00-2:00 p.m. in the Well.  This class is intended for 
adults and is your pathway to membership at Hope 
Church.  It is a great opportunity to find out about our 
church and the church we are trying to be.  Attending does 
not commit you to joining Hope Church, but it helps you 
make that decision wisely.  Sign up at the Information 
Desk.   

 

Chili Cook-Off & Bingo 
Whether you want to cook and compete, or just want to 
eat, plan on attending our chili cook-off and Bingo night on 
Saturday, March 21 at 5:30 p.m. in the Harbor Room.  The 
chili cook-off is open to individuals, couples, families, small 
groups, friends, mentors/mentees, or any combo of  
people!  Each team will be asked to provide one large 
crock-pot or roaster of chili to be judged, and prizes will be 
awarded. Sign up for the chili cook-off begins February 16. 
 

Baptism 
The next Baptism celebration is scheduled for Sunday, 
March 1.  If you would like baptism administered to  
yourself or a child, please contact the church office so  
arrangements can be made.   
   

Sarah Kerns 
Children & Family News  

 

 

Children’s Musical 

 

Family Fun  
Night  

We had a great time at our 
Family Fun Night!  There 
were more than 120 little 

kids, big kids and adult kids 
in attendance.  We enjoyed 

crispitos for supper and were 
entertained by Luke Winger 
from Minnesota who shared 

about Jesus in a fun,  
interactive way.   

Inspiration Hills Church Camp registration is open. Register free 
online at www.inspirationhills.org, or brochures are available in the 
lobby.  Hope Church will pay $100 per camper toward the camp  
registration, so please contact Sarah Kerns at 262-3016 or 
skerns@spencerhope.org with the camp and dates your child will be 
attending. Camp scholarships are available.   

  

March 15 

Summer Church Camp 

Children in K - 5th 
Grade are invited to 

participate in our  
Children’s Musical, 

Faith News, which will 
be presented at both 
worship services on 
Sunday, March 15. 

NOTE DATE CHANGE!   
 

Practices will be on 
Wednesday nights from 
6 - 7:30 p.m. beginning 
February 12.  Speaking 
and singing parts will be 

assigned at the first 
practice.  Please see 

me with any questions! 



   

 

 


