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How They’ll Know 
 
I’m sure you’ve seen this symbol before.  You’ve  seen them on the back bumpers of cars, 
or as a charm on a necklace, or in certain ads in the Yellow Pages.  I’ve even got a pair of 
socks with little fish all over them.  Most people recognize that this is a symbol for  
Christianity.  A lot of people refer to it as the Christian fish. But, I’m wondering if you know 
what it is actually called, or its history. 

 
This little fellow is called an ichthus.  That’s the Greek word for fish.  Five letters in Greek: iota, chi, theta, upsilon, sigma.  
In Greek, ichthus serves as an acrostic for the words Iesous Christos, Theou Uios, Soter—or, Jesus Christ, God’s Son, 
Savior.  Early on, the fish became a symbol of Christianity.  In fact, as the early church grew quickly and the Roman  
Empire reacted against it with persecution and laws banning Christian worship, the ichthus became a secret symbol  
Christians used to communicate with one another.  Archeologists have found the fish symbol drawn on cave walls and 
carved into doorposts.  One legend even holds that when two strangers met for the first time and thought that maybe they 
were both believers, one of them would use his foot to draw in the dirt the upper half of the fish symbol.  If the other was, 
indeed, a follower of Christ, he would add a second curved line and complete the fish.  Then they would know that it was 
safe to talk about their faith.  And so the symbol has endured.   
 
Today, Christian business owners use it to indicate their faith to potential customers, drivers use it to let fellow motorists 
know where their allegiance lies, and preachers use it to keep their toes warm (see above, about my socks).  It’s one 
way—an ancient way—to tell the world that you believe in Jesus.  Of course, there are other symbols that we associate 
with Christianity.  The cross is a popular image—good for jewelry and hanging on the wall or putting on the roof of a  
building.  For a while, those WWJD bracelets were very popular—announcing your intention to ask “What Would Jesus 
Do?” in every situation.   
 
The truth is, you can cover yourself in these symbols of Christianity and still not have much of a relationship with  
Jesus.  I mean, you can wear a T-shirt plastered with a giant ichthus and have a big cross hanging around your neck and 
have WWJD bracelets up and down your arm; and people might still look at you and say: “That person is no follower of 
Jesus Christ.”  And I say that because it is your actions—the things that you do—that mark you as a Christ-follower far 
more surely than the things that you say or the symbols you wear.  More specifically, it is your ability to love those around 
you—particularly others in the church—that sets you a part as a true Christian. 
 
I say that with complete confidence because Jesus Himself says it.  Here’s the verse, John 13:35: “By this all men will 
know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  It’s not a picture of a fish, or a cross, or a bracelet that sets us 
apart as Christians—as good as those things are.  It’s not our attendance at worship or joining the church or being in a 
small group either, although I think those things are all important.  Instead, the true evidence of our relationship with Jesus 
is the love we have for each other.  Jesus says so. 
 
There is nothing wrong with a fish symbol or a bumper sticker on your car.  But, let them remind you that you are called to 
love others well.  That’s how people will know you are follower of Jesus. 



Pastor Jay Van Gelder 
Youth News 

 
 

Small Groups  
Small groups start March 1st and go 
through the week of April 9.  We are 
also offering a small group study at 
9:45  on Sunday mornings  (during 
the Sunday School hour) in the 
Grace Room.  All are welcome to 
come!  If childcare or busy schedules 
are a challenge, you are invited to 
attend this group study. 

Beth Muilenburg  
Discipleship & Care 

RightNow Media 
 
You might know that there are many resources for small 
group Bible Studies on rightnowmedia.com, but did you 
know they offer so much more?  There is a HUGE kids 
section with Sing Along videos, cartoons, Bible studies, 
movies, Science and History, and Holiday episodes.  All 
you need is a log-in access to Rightnowmedia.com.  If 
you do not have access and would like one, please  
contact me. 
 

Kids’ Titles 

Pancake /Waffle Breakfast 

Mark your calendars on Easter Sunday for our youth 

fundraiser pancake & waffle breakfast.  Come enjoy hot 

pancakes or waffles, delicious grilled sausage patties 

and support our summer mission trips.   

Craig Cannon 
Worship/Music News 

We are presenting an Easter Cantata, Living Hope, at 

both worship services on Palm Sunday, April 5.  We 

practice on Sundays at 4:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  

Everyone is invited to participate!  If you are interested, 

contact me at ccannon@spencerhope.org.      
These are just a few of the options available on RightNow 

Media for kids.  And they are all FREE! 



Sarah Kerns 
Children & Family News 

K-5th Spring Musical 
 
 
On Sunday, March 15, during both worship services the K-5th Grade youth 
will be presenting a children’s musical, Faith News.  The setting is a Heavenly 
news broadcast originating inside the Pearly Gates, hosted by two angelic 
News Anchors, Cameron Flowers and Summer Showers. Bringing some  
favorite Bible Stories to life, the newscast flows back and forth between top-
flight Bible news coverage by Cameron and Summer, to stellar on-the-ground 
reporting by the roving angel duo, Chera Bim and Sara Fim.  
 
Come join us at either the 8:30 a.m. or the 10:45 a.m. worship service on 
March 15 to support and encourage these kids.  They have worked so hard in  
rehearsals and are looking forward to sharing with you real Bible heroes and 
that anything is possible when we follow God’s plan for our lives. 
 
 
 
 

 
Vacation Bible School 

Vacation Bible School is June 8–12 for children ages 4 (must be potty-
trained) through 4th grade (entering 5

th
 grade in the fall).  Registration for 

Hope families will begin April 5 through April 19.  It will open up to the  
community on April 20 through May 4, or until we are full.   

Summer Church Camp 
 
Inspiration Hills Church Camp registration is open and you may register 
free online at www.inspirationhills.org, or brochures are available in the 
church lobby.  Hope Church will pay $100 per camper toward the camp 
registration, so please contact me at skerns@spencerhope.org or 262-
3016 or with the camp and dates your child will be attending.  Camp 
scholarships are available.   



Hope Church Chili Cook-Off Rules 
• Each entry will have one large crockpot or roaster ready to go in the Harbor by 5:00 pm on Saturday, March 21. 

• Taste testing will be open to the attendees from 5:30-6:30 pm.  (Anyone who submits a chili cannot submit a vote.) 

• Once the tasting wraps up (we will announce this), people can go back through and get a full bowl of any chili, if they wish. 

• Chili can be any flavor combination, heat, or type. 

• You will be set up in a row next to each other against the back wall of the Harbor. You can choose to make a “display” to go 
with your chili if you wish. (You do NOT have to!)  You will have access to hanging a sign or decor behind you if you feel this 
enhances your chili. (Or you just want to have a little extra fun!) 

• We will have you identify the heat level of your chili (mild, medium, hot) so we can mark this on your place card. 

• The church will provide: 

  Small ladles and small cups for tasting amount 

  Large ladles and bowls for chili, once tasting is complete 

  Cornbread muffins 

  Standard toppings (shredded cheddar cheese, sour  cream, Frito scoops, and oyster crackers) 

  Silverware 

  Place card for  

• You will need to provide any specific toppings that you feel are necessary with your chili. (i.e. - jalapenos, cilantro, special 
cheese, tortilla chips, etc.) 

• Bingo will begin promptly at 6:30 pm. You will want to leave your chili out so people can continue to eat for another half hour 
or so. 

• We will announce the winners around 6:45 pm. 

• Three prizes will be awarded:  Best Overall ~ Texas Tongue Burner ~ Most Creative/Unique 

 

 

Celebrating with 
• Jessica Ranslow & John Amendt who were united in marriage on February 29.  
 

Concerns for 
• Bob Faulkender, had an angiogram in Sioux Falls on February 4.  

• Brenda Keniston had hip replacement surgery on February 10. 

• Carl Carlentini suffered whiplash following a car accident on February 12.  

• Addie Gilderhus had testing and evaluations done on February 12 & 13 at the Mayo Clinic. 

• Shelby Reese was admitted to the Spencer Hospital on February 20 & 21 for tests & evaluation. 

• Kelly Law had surgery on February 26. 
 

Condolences to 
• Rod & Audrey Coffman on the passing of Rod’s father, Jerry Coffman of Spencer, from time to eternity on February 16.   
• Keith & Karen Swancutt on the passing of Keith’s father, Niles Swancutt of Spencer, from time to eternity on February 26. 



 

Consistory News 
 
 
The regular meeting of the Hope Reformed Consistory met at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, February 13 in the Harbor.  Present:   
Deacons Bob Graham, John Haak, Derek Bailey, Craig Van Drunen and Levi Morris. Elders Gary Zeutenhorst, Dean Mechler, Brad 
Olsen, Cedric Winterboer and Kurt Weeks. Pastors Russell Muilenburg and Jay Van Gelder. Absent: Deacon Kyle Mechler and  
Elder Darrell Todd. 
 
Pastor Russell opened the devotions with reading from Nehemiah 6:3 and then led the discussion on the video Sticky Teams with 
Larry Osborne on Change Diplomacy. He closed the discussion with prayer. 
 
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND DECISIONS 

• MMSC the January 9, 2020 minutes. 

• MMSC to approve the January financials as presented by the Deacons. 

• Discussion was had regarding next steps for follow-up on church attendance after the Habit sermon  series. 

• Pastor Jay shared with the Consistory a program through the RCA that Hope is participating in to look at declining numbers in the 
church and what programs or issues that need to be addressed to bring people back to church. 

• Pastor Russell reminded the Consistory of the Consistory/Staff retreat February 21 at 6:00 p.m. in the Well. Bob Cleveringa will be 
presenting a program “Crucial Conversations.” 

• Pastor Russell reminded the Consistory that Hope is hosting the next Classis meeting on Tuesday, March 10, at 6:30. He asked 
the all Consistory members attend this meeting if possible. 

• Pastor Russell closed this portion of the meeting with prayer. 
 
ELDERS MEETING 

• Pastor Russell opened the meeting with prayer. 

• The Constitutional Question was asked and answered in the negative with discussion. 

• Pastor Russell reported on the Starting Point class and asked for two Elders to attend the next meeting on February 16. 

• Harold and Kim Robinson requested a transfer to First Baptist Church, Spencer, IA. 

• Congregational concerns were discussed. 

• Closed the meeting with prayer. 
 
DEACONS MEETING 

• Bob opened with prayer. 

• We talked about snow blowing & whether to buy equipment. We tabled that discussion until a later date. 

• We discussed the hail damage, the insurance payouts and the cost to fix the fascia and gutters.  MMSC to not repair the fascia 
and gutters. 

• Jay closed the meeting with prayer.  

 
 

Lenten Lunches 
A community Lenten lunch and worship is on Wednesdays 
during Lent here at Hope Church.  Meal service begins at 
11:30 a.m. with worship beginning at 12:20 p.m. The meal 
cost is $4.00 and an offering will be taken for Feed Our  
Children. 
 
 

First Wednesday 
There is NO First Wednesday Prayer & Worship on March 
4.  It will resume on April 1.   
 
 

Hope Church Library 
New books and DVD’s have recently been added to our 
church library.  They are located on the display shelf.  We 
have a ton of great books and DVD’s for all ages 



   

 

 
     8 Day Revolution 

 
March 1    Welcomes Death 
 
March 8    Undermines Establishment 
 
March 15  K—5th Children’s Musical  
 
March 22  Cleans House 
 
March 29  Answers to No One  


