COME EMMANUEL (God with us), COME

Isaiah 7:14, 9:1-2, 6-7, 11:1-3
What kind of things have you looked forward to in your life?
…When you and I looking forward to something, there is anticipation/expectation?

…Every small child looks forward to their next birthday. How about Christmas?

…Every teenager, their driver’s license, 1st date, getting out of H.S. or college. 

…Most young adults looking forward to getting a job, maybe to marriage.
…Adults, what are you & I looking forward to? Seeing the grand children, great g.child.

· next vacation, going south, slowing down, retirement, etc. 

Come with me now to Ancient Israel, specifically the southern tribes. They were looking forward to a time of peace, hope and help. 

It was a sad, troubling time in the history of Judah in 700 B.C. Judah was the southern part of ancient Israel after the split from the northern tribes. All of which developed because of David’s son Solomon & grandson Rehoboam, who made the people pay exorbitant taxes. A descendant of these men named Ahaz is now on the throne; it is definitely not a good time in the history of Ancient Israel. 
Ahaz has not done what was right in the sight of the Lord. He built idols and worshipped them. He was practicing some of the detestable rituals and behaviour of the Hitities, Jebusites and the other pagan nations that the Lord had driven out of the land of Canaan in the days of Joshua. Ahaz has even offered one of his own infant sons on the altar of fire to the goddess, Asteroth. Ahaz has deliberately disobeyed the Lord Jehovah, the God of his ancestors, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and David. He has also put his trust in the wealth of his silver and gold to hire foreign armies to protect the nation. 

Let’s read Isaiah 7:10-17. Exposition & Explanation.
…fascinating story of a young woman, who is she, 

…who will bear a son, whose is Immanuel.  

Isaiah 8:6-8 Ahaz rejects the truth of the Lord, as prophesied by Isaiah.  Immanuel!

What are you and I looking forward to or hoping for in our lives? If all we are doing in life is anticipating or hoping that tomorrow will be better, that this experience or that things will help us make it through and continue on; most likely we are trying to do so independent of the Lord, even in rebellion ag. God. 
Without the light and life of Jesus Christ, there is only darkness.
Isaiah 9:1-2, 6-7. Exposition & Explanation.
… In this prophecy, Isaiah is anticipating, expecting and hoping that Ahaz’ son Hezekiah would bring a new light, peace and wonderful counsel as the next potential king and ruling authority of the nation. 
Interestingly enough in these words and prophecy of Isaiah, we have multiple meanings and fulfillments. The desire is that there will be a new hope with this son of Ahaz. 

Prophecy is fulfilled in 2nd Kings 18:1-3
But these words also become true with the coming of Jesus as well. He was raised in the village of Nazareth in the province of Galilee. It is also fulfilled in the days of Joseph and Mary. 
See Matthew 1:9-16, 22-23.
The Lord God Almighty always keeps His promises acc. To his timing, plan/purpose.
It is sad and troubling time in this country and the world. 
Illustrate…pandemic, fear, riots, killings, terrorism, polarization, etc.

However, the Lord comes to us through His Word. He is with us. EMMANUEL. 
We can know and personally experience how God is with us… IN ALL THINGS.

… He is with us through the indwelling power and presence of His Holy Spirit;

 … He is with us,because you and I have accepted and received, trust and believe in Jesus Christ as the Lord and Saviour of our lives.  

The Lord God Almighty, our Heavenly Father has come to us; He is with Us in the person of His only begotten, Son Jesus Christ. That’s what Christmas is all about…Emmanuel!
Isaiah 11:1-3
He has..
…come to save us from our sins, from searching in all the wrong places, things, etc. 

…come to set us free from the bondage and slavery of sin, to give us peace. 

…come to rule in our lives, raise us up from the anxious search for life.

…come to raise us up as Isaiah 11:10 banner to those around us that are searching. 
God has COME to us OVER & OVER AGAIN in Bible
and down through the centuries.
…to Abraham, come to a land I will make a blessing Genesis 12. 

       Isaiah 1:18 "Come now, let us reason together," says the LORD. "Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.

       Isaiah 55:1 "Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.
 2 Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare.
 3 Give ear and come to me; hear me, that your soul may live.
MANY OTHER PROPHETS…..EXPLAIN

John 10:10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 11 "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.

Jesus has said, Come and follow Me.   How long will we resist Him? Let’s surrender.

Illustrate
It took years before she finally said yes.  A Welshman had fallen in love with one of the neighbor’s daughters and wanted to marry her.  But they had quarreled, and she refused to forgive.  Shy and reluctant to face the offended woman, the persistent suitor slipped a love letter under her door every week.   At last after 42 years, he summoned up his courage, knocked on her door, and asked her to become his wife.  To his surprise and delight, she consented.  So they were married at the age of 74!  
God also is a persistent lover.
Century after century He sent prophets…
… as His messengers beseeching the stubborn, alienated people of Israel to live in loving obedience with Him, a faithful covenant- keeper.  But all those overtures were sinfully refused.  
Then at Bethlehem, God Himself came in the Person of Jesus Christ.  Now, having opened up the way for restoring the relationship by His redeeming sacrifice on Calvary, He stands at the door of everyone's heart, knocking and asking that sinner to personally accept Him as Savior and Lord.

THE LORD COMES TO US THROUGH HIS WORD
BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
AND IS SPEAKING TO YOU TODAY.
We need to come to Jesus.  He alone can meet our expectations, desires and needs.
We need to let Him fill our lives…… with His Word, His love, His Peace, His Joy and Hope, His will, Ways, His power through the work of the Holy Spirit!
We need to come humbly, with honesty, repentance, seeking the Lord to forgive us, help us, fill us with His peace, Wonderful counsel, etc.  Lord I desire that You be the ruler in my Life.

