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Aptitude for Gratitude  

     Many of us have heard of the SAT exams.  If you have not, it is the abbreviation for a college entrance exam called the  
Scholastic Aptitude Tests.  High school students take these tests to determine their readiness for college. 
     Are you getting yourself ready for Thanksgiving?  When Thanksgiving is mentioned, some people think of a certain day, of 
family, of friends or food.  Other people think about football, vacation or harvest. Others might think of the pilgrims. It was the 
pilgrims who began the tradition of Thanksgiving in 1621. The pilgrims saw the importance of gathering together to give thanks to 
God for His blessings. For the pilgrims, Thanksgiving Day was centered in worshipping God ....singing hymns, reading the Bible 
& prayers of thanks.  
     In 1863 Abraham Lincoln proclaimed that Americans observe an annual Thanksgiving Day.  Thanksgiving Day is an  
opportunity to express our gratitude for the good things of life.  Just as the SAT exams explore aptitudes in science, math,  
English, etc; there are several areas we need to explore in order to determine our aptitude for gratitude. 
     The first area to determine our aptitude for gratitude is the realization that Thanksgiving is more than an annual observance 
or occurrence; it should be a daily practice. Thanksgiving is to be a voluntary, daily and natural expression of gratitude for the 
blessings and benefits of life given to us by God.  
     The second area to determine our aptitude for gratitude is learning how to be thankful in all circumstances.  As we think 
about this, we may wonder; how can I give thanks for some of the experiences I have had in my life time. 
      When I think about this aptitude for gratitude, an incident from one of Corrie Ten Boom's books comes to mind. Corrie related 
that the fleas were just terrible in the concentration camp where she and her sister were imprisoned.  During one of their  
devotional times Corrie's sister read a statement from the Bible that a believer needs to learn how to give thanks in all  
circumstances. Corrie found it very difficult in fact almost impossible to do this.  But later Corrie found that she could even give 
thanks to God for the nasty fleas.  The guards almost never came into their barracks, due to the fleas; therefore, because of the 
fleas the prisoners could share Bible verses, pray for each other and encourage each other. 
     It may be difficult to give thanks for the dry weather we were experiencing this past summer and the effects of the drought 
conditions.  It is difficult to give thanks when we are lonely through the death and/or loss of a loved one.  It is difficult to give 
thanks when we are going through severe medical problems and health issues.  
    The following story has a very good point for us to apply.   A child knelt one night to pray as she usually did before she went to 
bed to thank God for the blessings of the day, and pray for His care during the coming night.  Then, as usual, came the "God 
please bless mommy and ...."  But the prayer ended the hands unfolded and a look of sadness and wonder met the mother's 
eyes, as the words of helpless sorrow came from the lips of the kneeling child, “I cannot pray for daddy anymore!” 
     Since the child first learned how to say daddy she had been asking God to bless him.  It always came right after she asked 
God to bless Mommy.  But now he was deceased.  The mother waited for a few moments then urged the child to go on.  The 
child's pleading eyes met those of the mother and with a voice that faltered, she said "Oh mother I cannot leave him out all at 
once, let's say thank you God for the dear daddy I once had, so I can still go on keeping him in my prayers."  
     We could learn a lesson from the loving ingenuity of a child. Let us remember to thank God for past blessings and thus deal 
with the heartache and sadness of our souls.  Yes, we can learn to give thanks or be grateful to the Lord in all circumstances.  
     The third area to address in determining our aptitude for gratitude is this. Let us not be constant complainers but thorough 
Thanks Givers.  This is illustrated well in the following incident. 
     "At the dinner table in the cabin of a steamboat there sat a conceited young man, who thought he displayed his own im-
portance by constantly complaining about the food.  There was a minister there who tried to correct him, but it was in vain.  Even 
after the meal while walking on the deck the young man continued his complaints about the food, until the minister thoroughly 
disgusted, turned away.  While walking towards the steerage, he noticed an old man in his home spun and well-worn clothes 
crouching behind the steering wheel, where he thought he was all by himself.  The old man took from his pocket a piece of dry 
bread and cheese.  He laid it down, then reverently took off his cap, his thin white hairs showing, folded his hands and thanked 
God for his mercy.” 
     The final area to determine our aptitude for gratitude or increasing it as we prepare for this Thanksgiving season and growing 
this aptitude for the rest of our lives is this.  Someone has said, to be thankful means to be THINKFUL!  If we stop and think 
about what we have been given each day, we can't help but realize that we have been truly blessed.  Everything we have and 
are has been given to us by a gracious God.  If we would try to count our blessings; it would be a very long list. 
     Thanksgiving Day comes once a year for most, but for the person who knows and lovingly trusts in the love of God through 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; every day can be Thanksgiving Day. 

      
 



Pastor Jay Van Gelder 
Youth News 

Come for a night of fun,  
fellowship, food and  

laughter at our annual 
Youth Auction benefitting 
our youth programs and 
summer work trips.  A  
catered meal of grilled  

ribeye and chicken will be 
served during the auction 
for a free-will donation.  

You will not want to miss 
this event!  Donations/  
auction items are still   

welcomed!  All auction 
items (or printed paper  

certificates indicating your  
auction items) need to be 
to the Harbor by 2:00 p.m. 

Sunday, November 7.   
Childcare will be provided. 

  

All 6th-12th youth are invited to our 2021 Traveling Lock-In and bring a friend!  Register with the QR 

code or the link above.  There is limited space on the buses and registration is first come, first served.   



 

Julia Andela 
Children & Family Ministry News 

2022 Elder & Deacon Nominations   
All confessing members of Hope Church are reminded that your Elder & Deacon  

 nomination papers for 2022 are due to the office by Friday, November 12.   

Christmas Program 
All kids ages 3 year old through 5th Grade are invited to  
participate in our 2021 Christmas Program.  Kindergarten through 
5th grade will be practicing on Wednesdays, beginning November 
17, from 6:00—7:00 p.m. in the Harbor Basement. Children ages 3—
Pre K will practice during Sunday School. 

Family Movie Night 
Families of Pre-K through 5th Grade ~  

Join us for a family-friendly Christmas movie on  
Friday, December 3 at 7:00 p.m. You bring comfy 

blankets, pillows, lawn chairs, etc. and we will take 
care of the fun and food!   

Thank you! 
A huge thank you to EVERYONE who helped make Trunk or Treat a great success!  This large, community outreach event 
would not be possible without all those who donated candy and all of the volunteers who came and helped Hope Church share 
the light of Jesus.   



  
is the inward feeling of kindness received. 

is the natural impulse to express that feeling. 

is the following of that impulse. 
                              

                          Henry Van Dyke 

Concerns for: 
• Bob Campbell was hospitalized and had surgery during the week of October 3. 

• Nancy Dean had hip surgery on October 19. 

• Mike Schmillen had shoulder surgery on October 25. 

• Dean Mechler had shoulder surgery on October 28. 

Condolences to: 
• Dena Vogts and family on the passing of her mother, DeAnna Orwig of Spencer, from time to eternity on October 3. 

• Sandy & Tim Boisen on the passing of Sandy’s mother, Lois Kruger of Lakefield, MN, from time to eternity on October 14. 

• Dean & Deb Mechler and Kyle & Janessa Mechler and family on the passing of Dean’s mother and Kyle’s grandmother, 
Eunice Mechler of Titonka, from time to eternity on October 19. 

• Paula & Greg Raper on the passing of Paula’s mother, Pauline Muller of Spencer, from time to eternity on October 26.  



 

Consistory News 
 

The regular meeting of the Hope Reformed Consistory met on Thursday, October 14 at 7:00 p.m. in the Well. 
 
Present:  Deacons Bob Graham, Derek Bailey, Levi Morris, Kyle Mechler, Eric Van Der Heide, and Luke Lovin.  Elders Darrell 
Todd, Dean Mechler, Kurt Weeks, and Arvin Druvenga.  Pastors Jay Van Gelder and Perry DeGroot.  Absent: Elder Cedric  
Winterboer. 
 
Paster Perry opened with a devotion and closed with prayer.  Discussion and comments on the book Canoeing the Mountains. 
 
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND DECISION 

• MMSC to approve the September 9, 2021 minutes. 

• MMSC to approve the September financials as presented by the Deacons. 

• Paster Perry opened the meeting with a devotional and prayer. 

• Arvin presented a chart with historical data concerning attendance & giving trends. 

• Arvin went over future pulpit supply schedule. 

• Discussion on the December 26 & January 2 services. 

• Discussion on time frame for pastoral search committee. 

• Staff Management gave an update on the office administrator position. 

• Eric gave an update on small groups and the possibility of a congregational study starting in January. 

• Discussion on the nomination process for new elders & Deacons. 

• The annual Congregational Meeting will be Sunday, December 5 with selection of new Elders & Deacons. 
 
ELDERS MEETING 

• Dean opened in prayer. 

• Constitutional question was asked and answered in the negative. 

• Jay gave an update on the staff.  

• Dean presented information on a firm to hold meetings for reconciliation and healing. 

• Congregational concerns were discussed. 

• Darrell closed the meeting with prayer. 
 
DEACONS MEETING 

• Jay opened the meeting with prayer. 

• Played ‘Get to know your Deacon’ for Derek. 

• Covered ministry opportunities. 

• Set budget schedule date. 

• Reviewed budget ideas. 

• Eric closed the meeting with prayer. 



 


